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“It can’t go off
by accident”

People don't deliberately throw revolvers on the
flcor—but occasionally they drap them accident-
sally. If it is an Iver Johnson there is no danger;
it can’t go off —no matter what you do—unless yau
pull the trigger all the way back.

IVERJOHNSON

SAFETY

swreune REVOLVER

You can “Hammer the Hammer” of an lver
Johnson with perfect safety.
Simele. strong, straight-shooting and safs—an
Iver 'ﬂr:.rm- (.: hpnr‘- u:y th:d‘ atec-
an {e ] red 1
;trhct‘ Rubber, Western Walnut. A?:il bﬁ:l:rre
and sporting-goods stoces.
Three Booklets Free
Indisate whick books you wamt: A~ Fire.
arms,’’ B—*‘Bicycles,’ C—*''Motoroycies’
If your dealer cannot supply the Iver Johnson,
us his name and We will supply you
through him.

Iver Johnson's
Arms & Cycle Works

138 River 8¢., Fitohburg, Mass.

¥9 Chambers 8t., New York
717 Market 8t,, 8an Franclsco

' Toer Johnson mmi‘;o

accaracy anm s .
They aro veasonably priced.
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It 10 different—
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anteeing per-
fect freedom
of leg muscles
and circulation

Single Grip E.2.
oo The g'zz«s
8§0c. and 75c.

In medium, small 2
sizes. Prices subject
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The Thos. P. Taylor Co.,
Dept. M. C. Bridgeport, Connecticut
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SOUTH AMERICA

The Country

by Daniel Henderson

The Special Correspondent for McClure’s

gin Islands!” said a young
American whom I met in St.
Thomas. *‘Few Congressmen realize
our needs, and scarcely one person in
a hundred thousand knows anything
about our location, our conditions, or our problems!”
What he said was true. My own experience on
the steamship Brazos bound for San Juan, the port
from which I was to sail for the Virgin Islands, proved
it. There was the typical American tourist, for
instance. He came lurching down the long deck,
steadyving his wind-beaten bulk by frequent cluhches
at the rail. He espied a copy of the ship’s wireless
in my hand, and down into a vacant steamer chair
he thumped. He read the wireless reports from
liome and launched into a discussion of the League
of Nations. I turned the conversation to the Virgin
Islands. He grew apathetic. Were they near Porto
Rico? No, he didn’t intend to
visit them — only well-known

places were on his itinerary.
There were Americans on the
boat whose business took them to
Porto Rico. The man who sold
tractors did not think there was a
sufficient market for them in the
Virgin Islands to justify a side trip
to them from San Juan. The He-
brew clothing salesman on his an-
nual trip through the West Indies
did not see enough business in
sight in this new American ter.i-
tory to pay him to make the trip.
Amcricans located in Porto Rico
praised the hospitality of the peo-
ple of the Three Virgins, but really,
it would be better for a person to
spend his whole time in seeing San
Juan, Ponce, and other Porto
Rican towns. It seemed not so
much the country we had forgot-
ten, but, instead, the country of

which we had never heard.
I had expected to find a stecamer

HE people of the United States
don’t care a rap about the Vir-

young American business men who strolled down to
the wharf to see me off. The Brazos had just plowed
her way into harbor through heavy seas. It was
hurricane season. Could this two-master span the
eighty miles of abnormally high waves to St. Thomas
without mishap? It was this boat or nothing, so I
put doubt behind me and went on board.

Perched upon an odorous crate, I watched the
Virginia loufo

Here, Too, Postal Inefficiency

Down the street from the splendid modern build-
ing which houses the Federal offices in San Juan, came

e Forgot

dropping their burdens through an
open hatchway in the after-deck of
the ship. Later I saw these bags
unloaded upon boats at the ship’s
side, and only the nimbleness of one of
the native handlers saved a care-
lessly-thrown bag from dropping into
the Caribbean Sea. Later, at St. Thomas, I found
that the personal squabbles and inefficient regime of
the postmaster —a political appointee — were on
every tongue.
own experiences were soon to impress upon me
that Uncle Sam had paid twenty-five million dollars
for these Islands and forgotten to provide a way to
get to them. Senators and Con men can visit
them on battleships. The Governor of the Islands
very properly has been provided with the cruiser
Vizen; but the ordinary patriotic citizen who desires
to visit our new territories from San Juan — the logi-
cal route between them and the United States —
must undergo all the discomforts
and privations that attend a
three or four days’ voyage in a
primitive sailing vessel, with no
food except that which the pas-
" senger himself provides, and with
no other means of sleeping than
in a coop on deck or in an ill-
smelling cabin, the berths of
which are shared indiscriminately
by whites and blacks, men and
women, well or seasick.

As an example of the way in
which the Virgin Islanders and
relatives in the United States
suffer to-day for lack of ready
transportation to the United
States, let me cite the following
case:

Father Blank is an American
Redemptist Father, now stationed
at St. Thomas. He received a
few weeks ago a cable stating that
his father, who lived in Baltimore,
was seriously ill and wished to

sece him.

No passage was pro-

curable at St. Thomas.

He came

waiting to transport me to the
Islands; instead T found a two-
masted schooner, a Hereshoff yacht

What more could the tourisl ask in the way of quainl charm than this liltle street?

in the Virginia to San Juan, hop-
ing to obtain transportation on a

that had been built to defend
America’s cup from one of Sir
Thomas Lipton’s assaults. but which, failing in the
trial races, had been forced to earn her salt in the sea
lanes of commerce by carrving all sorts of cargoes.
She now lay moored to a wharf in San Juan, await-
ing her share of the motors, gasoline, flour, garlic,
and all those varied articles which the tides of trade
had cast upon this Porto Rican shore.

1 glanced at her dubiously; so did the group of

The mode of transporting it was in sharp
contrast to thc imposing post-office from which 1t
came. Two brown-skinned natives in nondescript
attire pushed down the wharf a grocer’s hand-truck,
piled high with mail bags. Around the truck gathered
native stevedores. Each hoisted one of the bulky,
blue-striped bags to the top of his hcad. Up the
swaying boards that scrved as a gangplank they went,

the mail.

steamer leaving there, but was
informed that all berths had been
booked for weeks ahead. He tried to persuade an
army transport to take him, but there was a rigid
rule against carrying any one but soldiers or their
relatives. As he was wondering what attempt to
make next a cable came that his father was dead.
Nothing can weave the United States more closely
to the West Indian Islands than steamships. On the
Quchee liner Guiana, on which I managed to secure
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" worse tnan tose occupled by the blacks, yet they . . .. ..
possess a code of morals that few of their contemners Admiral Oman and his slaff — efficient administrators of the Islar:l;
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Danish strect names, such as: “ Tolbodgade,” ‘““‘Kon-
gegade,” etc., the last syllable in cach case meaning
“street.” Larger than any Amcrican business in-
scriptions are such signs as “Den Dansk Vandiske

National Bank” and ““Det Vestindiske

continue its peculiar monopoly implics that even at
the beginning we forgot that new American business
men might come to these Islands and want to use
the currency to which they had been accustomed.

McCLURE'S for DECEMBER

Denmark had more money than she knew how to
use. Here were loyal subjects who thought they had
been injured. Money would salve their wounds. To
each apothecary the king made a grant of $30,000.

Two years have clapsed since then and

Kompagnie,” These signs, it is true,

have painted under them their English

meanings, which are, respectively, “The

National Bank of the Danish West In-

(ll,i(:;‘" and *“The West India Company,
td.”

The chief inconsistency with American
customs is that of the money used on
these Islands. Ungle Sam, when he
bought them, made concessions to Den-
mark that do not appear to be *‘good
business.”  The most glaring is the one
made to the National Bank of the Danish
West Indies, by which the exclusive
““monopoly to issue bank notes™ is con-
tinued for the term of yecars set forth in
the original charter by the Danish govern-
ment — until the ycar 1 84. Thus we
have the anomaly of an American terri-
tory dealing for the next fifteen ycars al-
most exclusively in Danish money. The
vearly budgets of the three islands is

Congressional Committee was appointed this
Fall to examine into the condition of affairs
on the Virgin Islands. Several months before that
Committee undertook this work, McClure’s Repre-
sentative made a tour of these Islands, studying
social, industrial and political conditions there.
This article reveals the discouraging and startling
conditions which our Senators and Representa-
tives will find in our newest American possessions.

cach apothecary is doing business at the
same stand, with no American rivals
in sight. Business is booming.  They
carry side lines of American canned
goods and confections. They will con-
tinue to prosper during their lifetime,
and cach has stowed away at good in-
terest — $30,000.

The Bencvolent Pooh-Bah

Like one of Gilbert and Sullivan’s
immortal characters, ‘‘Pooh-Bah,” who
filled simultancously the office of First
Lord of the Treasury, Lord Chamber-
lain, Attorney General, Chancellor of
the Exchequer, Privy Purse and Private
Secretary, is G. C. Thicle, who is Judge
of the Town Court, Judge of the Deal-
ing Court for the administration of
debts, Police Master, and Member of
the Colonial Council by appointment.
As policemaster he arrests a man; as

police judge he tries and sentences him.

made up in terms of Danish francs — a
franc being equal to 20 cents of United
States money. I sent a porter into the post-office at
St. Thomas to procurec me change for a dollar bill,
and he came back with five francs and a “bit™ picce
in his hand — the “bit” represented the premium
allowed on the Amcrican dollar. To make matters
simple for Americans, it is stated in English on cach
coin just what its value is in United States currency.
On the notes, however, there is no such translation.
You read in English that the bank will pay to the
hearer on demand five franes in gold; the value of
five mrancs is left for you to discover. When an
Amecrican goes to draw a check for, say len dollars,
he writes its equivalent in Danish moncy.

The bank officials are accommodating, and Amer-
ican business men in the Islands find no fault with
them — yet to permit this Danish institution to

D e

A planter stalted with a chuckle that one of the
recasons he voted for the income tax was that the
Danisn bank would have to leave some of its large
profits in the Islands, for the upkeep of the country,
mstead of sending them all to Denmark.

humorous instance on Danish methods is found in

the apothecary shops, one of which is located in
cach town. Each of the apothecaries had been
granled by the Danish Crown the exclusive right
to operale in ils locality.  When the announcement
came of the purchase of the Islands by the United
States, and when it became known that the Danish
bank had been protected, the apothecaries com-
plained to the king that they had been overlooked,
and werc now subject to Amcrican competition.

Hearing these, things you enter his
office in a ecritical mood, but you meet a modest,
good-natured, obliging young man who smilingly
confesses himself guilty to the crime of performing
so many duties, and who ventures an explanation that
makes you go back and reconstruét your precon-
ceived opinion of him.

The reason is this:  Until its new code of laws goes
into cffect several months hence, St. Thomas is being
administered under the old Danish laws. Judge
Thicle was formerly the assistant judge, and when
his superior resigned he took his place. He is of
Danish birth, but when the transfer was made he
gladly complicd with that scction of the trealy that
permitted him to become an Amcrican citizen. He
then was perhaps the only man in St. Thomas whe
thoroughly understood the  [Contiued on page 70)

“Home, Sweet Home”

Here s a Scream of a Story

T was toward two o’clock of a summer’s morn-
ing that Officer Corrigan cntered the Locust
Street Police Station convoying a bewildered
and dcjected little man. Jimmy Briggs,
reporter for The Morning Press, who happened to
be present at the time, surveyed the good-natured
big Irishman and his diminutive prize with interest.

*What you got, Corrigan?”” he asked.

“You can search me, Jimmy,” Corrigan replied.
“Maybe he’s sick like he said he was but now says uc
ain’t —and maybe he ain’t. Anyway,his wife ain’t
his wife, and he don’t live in the house he lives in. If
you want to know any more, you’d better talk to him
yourself.”

With that, Corrigan crossed to the desk to make his
report to the Sergeant, a grizzled, barrel-sha man
with a face of iron and heart as soft as a marshmallow.

Scenting a story, Jimmy turned to Corrigan’s captive
with an engaging smile.

“Well, how about it?” he asked.

“Evervthing he says is true,” replied the dejected
little man.  “I'm a victim of circumstances over which
I had control but lost it.  And now I’m not sure whether
1 heve the disease, or whether I'in sound asleep in bed
and this is all a nightmare.”

“You’re not in bed. T'll answer for that,” said
Jimmy.

“Well, somebody’s in bed, if I'm to believe my wife
-— if sheis my wife,”’replied the victim of circumstance.
““T'l,mugh, of course, f I'm not myself, she wouldn’t

e,

“Of course not,” agreed Jimmy. “But just for sake
of argnment, suppose you tell me who you would be
if vouhappened tobe the person you thought you were.”

The little man favored Jimmy with a look of admira-
tion. *“*Now we'rc beginning to get somewhere,” he
said. “It would be a blessing if the police foree was
composed of men as intelligent as yourself.”

by Salisbury Field
Author of “Twin Beds”

INustrations by Peter Newell

“It would,” agreed Jimmy. “But that's too much
to expect. What did you say your name was?”

“I didn’t say. But my name should be William
McMasters, and I should live at 2327 Elm Avenue.
I’ve an envelope in my pocket addressed to that name
and number,” he added eagerly. ‘Here!”

Jimmy took the envelope and examined it with due
deliberation. “ William McMasters, 2327 Elin Avenue.
Right!” he said. “We'll call this Exhibit A.”

“That’s fine,” said Mr. McMasters. “Maybe I
ought to tell you, though, that I addressed that envelope
myself about an hour ago.”

“Yes,” said Jimmy gravely, “I think you owed it
to me to tell me that.  Becn out with the boys?”

R. McMasters replied sadly in the affirmative.

“That’s the worst of it,” he said. “I may not al-
ways do theright thing, but I alwvays want to. Besides,
you know what women are.”

“Sure!” said Jimmy, who, being twenty-four, knew
twice as much about women as he would at forty-cight.
“Sure! I know.”

“Aud even if that envelope I gave you doesn’t
amount to much, I've still got this.™  Mr. McMasters
now gravely produced a key from his pockel and handed
it to Jimmy.

“Correct,” said Jimmy, taking the key.
B. Exactly. We're doing pretty well.”

*Exhibit

“So now,” said Mr. McMasters, “ yeu know all.”
“Well,” admitted Jimmy, “I do know more
than I did. But if your name is McMasters, and
you do live at 2327 Elm Avenue, and Exhibit B is,
as I suspect, the key to your front door — then
why don’t you go home?”
“Ah!” replied Mr. McMasters. “That’s it.
You see, when I should have gone home I didn’t
want to, and when I did go home that policeman
brought me here. Of course he may have been right,
for my wife is an exceptional woman, and if her husband
was really in bed ...”

“Excuse me,” said Jimmy hastily. “Before we go
into that I'd like to have a talk with the officer that
brought you in.”

“All right,” said Mr. McMasters. ‘“Only I would
like to find out whether that key fits the front door of
the house I was telling you about before I go to jail.”
. i‘l‘gheer up!” said Jimmy. “You’re not going to
jail.

“But I am in jail,” objected Mr. McMasters.

“No, you'’re not,’” said Jimmy. “Thisisn’t jail, it's
only a police station. Now try and pull yoursclf
together while I have a talk with Corrigan, and then
maybe I'll take you home.”

“IU’s a frame house,” said McMasters wistfully,
“a white frame house with green shutters. And there's
a monkey-puzzle tree in the backyard.”

Alas! The only result of Jimmy’s interview with
Officer Corrigan was to deepen the mystery.

“He's a nut, I'm telling you,” declared that worthy
man. ‘I was there, so I ought to know. The thing
1o do is to take him over to the Receiving Hospital and
have the Doc put him into bed.  When he wakes up
maybe he'll know what’s what.”

“*Bul how about my story?” protested Jimmy. “If
he goes Lo sleep, then he can’t talk, and I'm sure there's
something behind all this.”
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“AtLast—aReal Job

19

. and Real Money!

*‘And if only I'd started earlier, I could
have had them five g'ears ago. Ididn't
realize at first what spare time stud
would do for a man. Taking up thatI.C.S.
course marked the real beginning of my
success. In three months1 received my
first promotion. But I kept right on study.
ing and I've been climbing ever since.’

Every mail brings letters from some of the two
million students of the International pond-
ence Schools telling of advancements and in-
creased salaries won through spare time study.
How much longer are you going to wait before
taking the step that is bound to bring you more
money? Isi’t it better to start now than to wait
five years and then realize what the delay bas
cost you?

One hour after supper each night spent with the

1.C.S. in the quiet of your own home will prepare
1&“ ‘I;grttho position you want in the work you
e bes!

Yes, it willl Putitup to usto prove it. Without
cost, without obligation, just mark and mail this
coupon.

nosmn e ss mn ) TEAR OUT HERE Sm s sumne e G

INTERNATIONAL CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOLS
BOX 2951.B SCRANTON, PA.

(]
Explain, without obligating me, how I can qualify for the
position, met,idm which I m:rk X.

or in the sul
Rl [ T o
otr! '] Yy
Electric w’mag Window Trimmer
Telegraph Engineer Show Card W
Telephone Work Sign Painter
MEOCMANICAL KNGINEER Iroad Tralnmean
Moshanical Lraftsman ILLUSTRATING
Mashine Shop Fractics Cartooning
Toolmaker BUSINESS NANAGRNREW
¢ Engine ting
CIVIL GINEER BOOKKEEPER
Surveving and Mapping Btome her and Typlst
NINE FORENMaN or RNG'R Cert. Accoustast
STATIONARY ENGINEER TRAFFIC MANAGER
Marine Engineer Rallwsy Accountant
Ship Draftsman Commercial Law
ARCHITECT GOOD ENGLISR
Centracter snd Rullder er
Arehiteotural Oemmeon Sehool Sabjests
crete Builder ematics

Structural Eagincer SERVI
PLUMBING AND HEATING Railway Mail Clerk
Sheet Metal Worker AUTOMORILE OPERAYING
Toextile Overseeror Bupt. Aute Repairing Opasish
ONEMIST AGRIOULTURE Freseh
Navigation Pealtry Ralsing

Name

Present

Street 7-28-10

and No.

City. State.

CREATURE COMFORT

FOR THESE WINTRY DAYS AND NIGHTS
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Asdelightful asitis substantial and beneficial —just
like the other Evans’ brewings have been for 133
years. It meetsthe new requirementsin a gratifyin;
manner and answers all demands of thirst, taste an
desire. A home beverage which promotes good liv-
ing as well asgood drinking.

Supplied sn Cases by Grocers, Druggists and Dealers

unkindly but without increased interest.

“I th —thouiht you might use it in con-
nection with the January sale,” Jimmy
plunged on. “You m — might say that —
that the necktie on the right was priced at
one seventy-five and would he found at the
second counter at the right, just inside the
main entrance, for instance.”

Marston’s eyes became keener. “What
are the advantages?” he demanded.

“M — moving things always attract more
attention. They — they would want to see
what the pencil was writing and then they’d
g;edthe article and know exactly where to

it....”

OST women seem to have no trouble
finding bargains,” Marston broke in.
“But men do. They always feel lost in a
department store and they don’t like ta.ask
questions. But if you told them j— just
where to find it they — they might come in.
Th{ly;d get the habit more ﬁd —
rston’s expression changed swiftly.
“I understand,” he said briefly. ““Got any
other ideas?”

“Not — not just now,” confessed Jimmy.
He felt that he hadn’t been given half a
chance to explain the one he did have.

“Well, a man that has one idea will have
another — especially if he cultivates the
habit,” commented Marston. He turned
and madc & memorandum on a desk pad and
Jimmy rose. It hadn’t been so bad — Mar-
ston hadn’t eaten him alive. Yet he felt
disappointed.

“You're still on the ribbon counter?”

Marston.

“Yes, Sil'."

“Well, you'll have a chance to get better
acquainted with the rest of the store from
now on. Know anytbini about window-

dressing, arrangement, lighting effects, and
so forth?”
“No, sir, but I — I've studicd advertising.”

ertising

“Good enough. That will help. You’
have a chance to learn the other things while
we are trying out this scheme of yours.”

J}mmy starcd, swallowed, and swallowed
again.

“You're going to try it?” he blurted out.

It was Marston’s turn to stare. But when
he had taken in Jimmy’s expression, his eyes
grew kindly. “I'll try anything once. I'm
going to have you transferred to the window-
dressing department, with a little more to
start on. If you make good — that’s up to
you— you’l get a lot more.”

“Th — thank you,” said Jimmy, and man-
aged to withdraw.

was no incarnadined young man who
returned to the ribbon counter, however,
but a calm young conqueror. The “Look
who's back again” was a shaft that never
reached him. He could afford now to jeer at
those who had jeered at him. Instead he
kept silent and impressed them the more.
“On the level, Jimmy — did you put it
across?”’ they wanted to know.
Jimmy, however, refused to be interviewed.
Man that is born of woman never tastes
the full sweetness of the fruits of success
until a woman has shared them with him.
To Jimmy, at that instant, there was but one
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" member of the other sex in the world. And

she, one may be sure, was not the girl who,
eyeing in her mirror the night before,
had said,l:dyptiml :

“I1 the money to spend on clothes
that she has, I could look that way, too.”

In Liberty Hall, on the Common, Eliza-
beth Marston glanced at her wrist-watch for
the fifticth time in five minutes. “And I
told her I had an important engagement at
twelve,” she reflected, crossly.

From her watch her eyes went to the door,
through which the errant relief should have
entered five minutes before. She saw, not
the wished-for form — but Jimmy. He hes-
itated an instant, crimson and confused.

“Oh, damn!” said his goddess, under her
breath — she did!

“I—1 kept my promise,” he murmured.

“So I sce,” she acknowledged, managing
a perfunctory smile.

OAht thns insta Int her relief gxsh«lad in w‘::]h
“Oh my dear, I'm so sorry. But I positively
couldn’t help it — the car got caught in a
traffic block....”

Elizabeth Marston turned to Jimmy. “I’ve
got to run along,” she said. ‘“Miss Fales
will register you, Mr. ——.” She looked a3}
him inquiringly.

“Gillespie,” supplied Jimmy, miserably.

An instant later Elizabeth Marston passed
out of the door and out of his life — without
a single backward glarce.

Registering over with, Jimmy wardered
aimlessly about the Common. Whatever
his dismal conclusion, his heart wasn’t really
broken. He had not been in love with Eliza-
beth Marston; his feeling toward her had
been what psychologists term a fixation; that
which Jimmy was suffering from now was
a vacuum — which, as everybody knows,
nature abhors.

Ahead, a girl fed peanuts to a flock of

igeons which no change of season can evict
rom the Common. They fluttered about
her. One rose tentatively to her arm, mak-
ing a pretty picture, Jimmy half took this
in, but so introspective was his mood that it
wasn’t until he was almost upon her that he
recognized Jane Stcwart — Jane Stewart in
the least expensive of furs, but wearing one
of those small hats which she set off in a way
to make it a madness and a lure to the fem-
inine purchaser. She recognized him at the
same instant and — curiously enough —
blushed as vividly as he could have.

“] —1I feed them often,” she murmured,
eyes and voice queerly shi.en

Jimmy nodded. She t her head to
watch the pigeon pecking at the morsels in
her hand. About her was a sweetness, a
suggestion of the inevitable, maternal tender-
ness which all true women have for creatures
that are little, or weak, or who need them.
Jimmy, watching her, felt somehow restored.
4 "lI — I got that idea,” he broke out, sud-

enly.

She glanced up. “You did! Oh, I'm so

"D

The pigeon, startled, hovered a moment
and then decided that two was company and
three a crowd. Jane Stewart brushed slim-
gloved fingers prettily.

“I knew you would,” she assured him,
shining-eyed. “Tell me about it.”

Jimmy took a deep breath.... The
bright January sunshine sprinkled them with
its splendor; the wind, tbough east, was clean
and blood stirring — concrete blocks, pula-
tions of traffic and other pedestrians did not

exist.

And Jimmy, unfolding his idea, began to
ﬁlnimpse another and yet bigger one. Per

ps it was the way she looked up at him
from under that little hat, her eyes so sweet
andlsl(;n interested. N

“I knew you could,”’she said, again, when
hehad finished. * And you'Illmake good, too.”

Now surely it was not strange that there
should be other noons. Nor does it pass
human understanding that Jimmy as com-
pletely forgot all about another young woman
as if she had never existed. Or is it to be
wondered at that the Jin-Jer Jar should
intervene with:

“The S.P.C.A. has two new members.
Jimmy Gillespie, our new window dres-
ser, and Jane Stewart, of Millinery, go
up to the Common every noon to feed

e pigeons. Learning how to bill and
coo, Jimmy?"”

W'HAT was strange, however, was that

. Jimmy, who would have once made an

nstant resolve never to go near Jane Stewart

again, was afraid now only that she might
resolve never to come near him again. The
fear drove him up to the fifth floor where,
after a brief search, he discovered her behind
ascreen. She held a hat in her hand and was

{)erklng up a bow. As he came upon ber she

ooked up quickly — and blushed furiously.

Something in his eyes held hers. He hesi-
tated, and then drew the Jin-Jer Jar from
his pocket. “Did — did you see that?" he
asked, trying to smile casually, and not being
any too successful. .

She took it quickly and, as she finished,
even the tip of one small ear, peeking through
the curve of her hair, grew gloriously crimson.

“Oh!” she protested sharply, without
raising her eyes. *“That’s simply awful!'”

Jimmy took a deep breath, like a swimmer
about to take a long, Jong plunge. “Is—is
it so terribly awful?” he asked. His voice
seemed no part of him.

In spite of herself she raised her eyes and
—but perhaps that scurrilous sheet, the
Jin-Jer Jar, gave the best account of the
sequel:

“When Miss McManus, of Women's
Millinery, found Jimmy Gillespie and
Jane Stewart behind & screen up on the
fifth floor last week she quickly mur-
mured, ‘Excuse me, ’and backed out.
They never even noticed her! But be
calm, girls, it’s all right. Jane is wearing
a brand new ring that must have set
Jimmy back considerable. We under-
stand that Jimmy will be led to the
halter some time in June and that his
vacation this year will also be his honey-
moon.”

Jane said that that, too, was simply awful
and Jimmy professed to agree, as an almost-
married man should. Nevertheless, it is to
be recorded that he clipped it and carried it
around with him and seemed to take great
joy in reading and re-reading it at odd mo-
ments.

The Country We Forgot

[Continued from page 14]

It is, of course, distinctly un-American
for a judge to act as chief of police and trial
judge as well, and the quicker this rule is
changed, the better; yet one leaves the Is-
lands with an opinion that coincides with
that of all of Judge Thiele’s American asso-
ciates; that he is too fair and too valuable
an administrator of justice for his adopted
country to be lost to Uncle Sam.

The Passing of the Pirates

THE port of St. Thomas was once the ren-
dezvous of pirates whose *“Jolly Roger,”
terrorized the Spanish Main. The decay-
ing castles of “Bluebeard” and “Black-
beard” on these shores are pointed out as
the former abodes of two of the choicest of
these cutthroats.

Such men are only traditions now, but it
appears that up to the time the United States
purchased the Islands the pirate spirit ex-
isted in a more subtle and refined form.

The St. Thomas signal station would show
that there was a new ship about to enter the
harbor.  Out to meet it would go representa-
tives of rival concerns, cach begging the cap-

tain to appoint him his agent for obtaining
supplies. The skipper having chosen one,
this individual would take the captain, en-
gineer or steward ashore; provide wine or
women for his entertainment, and, when the
mariner was sufficiently befuddled through
such hospitality, would get his signature
to a receipt for ship's stores that was two or
three times more than would be delivered
by the agent.

The same condition is said to have ex-
isted in regard to coaling — many a skipper
or engineer would find that he had signed a
receipt for hundreds of\tons more coal than
he had actually received, for which the
owners of his boat must eventually pay.

These practises were stopped when Old
Glory rose over St. Thomas Harbor. The
honest business man — and there are many
of them in the Virgin Islands — has now a
fair show for the trade of the port, and the
captain of a vessel does not now need to pass
by St. Thomas for fear of overcharges.
When the maritime prosperity of this port
is renewed, its business will be conducted on
a sound basis.

The Haunt of the Hurricane

THE Virgin Islander discusses hurrican>
very much as we chat about the weath.r
The lot of the official weather observei 1- a
hard one. Each building is provided with
hurricane doors and shutters in addition to
the usual ones, and when warning of a cy:lone
comes all these must be closed. In the ca«
of the Redemptist Fathers, who have both
houses and churches to protect, it takes
forty minutes to shut all their doors and
shutters. Yhen this preparation is made
by the people, and no hurricane comes, they .
are vexed at being put to the unnecessary
work; but if, on the other hand, a hurricane
came without the observer having warned
them of it —a tirnado of criticism is hurled
at him.

Women Coal Passers

ONE of the unique scenes at St. Thomas is
the line of strapping colored women who
serve as coal passers on the coaling deck of
purchased the Islands the J)iratq spirit et-
fledged union members and idolize Geerge
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Moorchead, the negro organizer who ob-
tained for them an increase of pay from one
cent to two cents a basket.
he baskets of coal weigh about 100
pounds, yet these women carry them on the
tops of their heads without steadying them
with their hands. Sometimes a man-of-war
comes in to coal with a band on board. The
band plays while the coaling goes on — per-
haps there is an ulterior motive behind this.
Life in St. Croix and St. Thomas has been
rendered vastly more enjoyable by two bands
organized by our navy, and composed en-
tirely of natives. They play in the public
3quares, morning and evening, at the raising
and lowering og Old Glory, and on three
evenings a week give a pi e that is
hugely enjoyed by the native population,
to say nothing of the Americans. When-
sver the band marches through the town it is
‘ollowed by a singing, swaying crowd of
Jarkies. .

Marriage Without Ceremony

A’MERICAN standards of race purity are
thrown to the winds here. e popu-
ation may be considered as a mixed race.
In America our census inquiries show four
tlasses of persons: single, married, widowed
or divorced. In the Virgin Islands a fifth
*lass is added, which includes & large portion
f the native population — those who live
ogether without the marriage ceremony.
When a priest or minister remonstrates
with this class there comes a variety of ex-
cuses: the white men who owned or had
*hérge of the estates on the Islands under
yrevious governments set the example, and
the couple concerned are only following in
‘he footsteps of their masters; or & man will
zive the excuse tlmltI when behllisvc‘i with a
woman and regards her just as his “k )
she will do the housew]ork and in adx'tion
7o out in the fields and work with him, but
f he makes her his wife, then she realize
‘hat she is more independent and will not
work in the fields; or, a couple will say that
‘hey do not know yet whether they want to
ive a life-time as man and wife, and, there-
‘ore, must have what is equivalent to a trial
marriage. The trial will run on for years,
*hildren will be born and grow up but still
‘he ceremony does not take place. Another
»xcuse, generally given by a woman, is that
she wants to have a fine marriage ceremony,
ind must wait until she and the man she
ives with can save up enough money to
ifford it. This last excuse the priests and
ninisters use as a means of getting such
ouples to marry. A wedding ceremony
’laborate enough to satisfy them is planned
ind the long-delayed step is at last taken.
[n one case an old native woman stood up as
oride, in the full array of white garments
ind orange blossoms, surrounded by her
*hildren and grandchildren!

Since the American missionaries began
work on the Islands they have laid stress on
:he importance of marriage. Onc priest
nformed me that while %ormerly in his
varish there were five marriages a year,
ast year there were thirty-seven.

One day, in making 8 religious survey of
1+ certain sugar plantation, the observers
went round with the native overseer of the

lace. They called at his home, saw his
Elmily, consisting of a wife and three chil-
dren, and then began their tour. Outside a
certain hut they met & grinning, halfnaked
urchin whom the overseer carelessly greeted.
[n another spot they met a little girl.  When
the census takers asked their names and
parentage, the overseer said:

“Those are my children.”

“How is that?” asked one of the ob-
servers, “1 thought we met your entire
family when we started out!”

“Oh,” answered the man, without the
slightest indication of shame, “those are my
cutside children!”

Unions thus formed are dissolved as care-
lessly as they are begun, and because of the
thousands of deserted women and children,
poverty and sickness are increased. Vigor-
ous work must be done to save the children
of these parents from following in their

footstepe. ie

Business Opportunities

IN St. Croix, facing the harbor, stood a
distinctly modern American building —
the ground floor devoted to stores, the upper
tooffices. Gold letters painted on its stucco
front told me that within this place were
centered a half-dozen American industries.

In an up-stairs room, clad in a cool white
suit, I found a well-groomed American at-
tending to business with the alertness and

despatch characteristic of lower Broadway
in Manhattan, but very amazing in this land
of lazy ease.

This man was Robert L. Merwin, a native
of New York State, former consular agent
for the United States in St. Croix when the
island was a Danish possession, and now
perhaps the most representative American
business man in the Islands. He is agent for
the Quebec Line, Lloyd’s, the New York
Board of Underwriters, and has a dozen
other business irons in the fire. In addition
to these many interests, he is Chairman of
the Colonial Council for Frederiksted and
is also Chairman of its Poor Commission.

T cite Mr. Merwin’s activities to show the
opportunities that await Yankee ingenuity
and capital in these territories.

Merwin's great grandfather settled in
Milford, Connecticut, in 1642, and all of
Merwin’s ancestors are buried there. Mer-
win, despite his home-loving _forebears,
came to St. Croix in 1885, when he was
twenty-two years old, to establish a branch
house for L. W. and P. Armstrong, West
Indian shipping merchants with headquar-
ters in Connecticut. Merwin, after six
years of West Indian experience, went into
business for himself. Now, when a concern
in the United States, England or Canada
seeks representation in St. Croix, all in-
quiries lead to him.

Men like Merwin and his son Miles, who
is now ending his war term in the Navy and
coming back to St. Croix to join his father in
business, are fair examples of other out-
})osts of American business I found in the

slands. For the development of thses yerri-
tories there should be more of our oppor-
tunity-seizing business men there.

The use of Danish currency led to a panic
in St. Thomas a few weeks ago when the
value of the Danish dollar fell to 72 cents,
and some of the business houses, it is said,
went so far as to refuse to take Danish
money in exchange for their goods. The
value of the American dollar rose from
$1.04 to 81.27—, this change in the rate
of exchange following one that had taken

lace all over the world. Thus, where five
anish francs formerly equalled an Ameri-
can dollar, six are now required.

This depreciation of Danish currency,
in which money wahes were paid, naturally
led to discontent among the laborers, and
to calm the disturbances among them
employers agreed, temporarily at least, to
pay them a bonus equal to the amount of
depreciation. If United States currency

revailed in the Islands, such panics would
ge avoided.

Have We A Sinn Fein Of Our Own?

AH)W months ago, Rothschild Francis, a
negro representing a group of native
workers in St. Thomas, presented to a com-
mittee of Congress a petition setting forth
a list of grievances that indicated that there
was something rotten in the former state
of Denmark. )

Were the grievances presented by this
delegate true? Was there poverty and
misery and mis-rule in the Islands? Had
we forgotten that here were thousands of
new Americans with problems and aspira-
tions similar to ours, waiting in vain to enjoy
the blessings Uncle Sam usually pours out
with generous hand on those who come under
the guardianship of his flag? It was in
search of answers to these questions that
“McClure’s Magazine” sent me down 1500
miles of blue water to the Virgin Islands,
a trip which, upon resolution by Senator
Kenyon, Congress has now authorized a com-
mittee of Senators and Representatives to
take.

Rothschild Francis is listed in & Com-
mercial Directory of these Islands as con-
Club, formerly bandmaster of the defunct
ductor and manager of the Eureka Orchestra
“Amateur Brass Band;” vice-president of
The American Historical Research Society;
organizer of the St. Thomas Section, Social-
ist Labor Party of America (which society
is stated to be “the pioneer of socialism in
the Virgin Islands™); and president of the
United Laboring Association. His original
trade, I heard, was that of shoe-maker. In
the September issue of a negro publication
he is hailed as president of the Workmen’s

. Council, “One Big Union.” The negro

labor element in St. Thomas elected him to
be a member of.the Colonial Council, in
which, I was informed, he showed evidence
of possessing “gray matter.”

The work of Francis — and of the other
labor leaders —is supported by dues of
twenty cents a week [Continued on page 75.)

I ceptour offer at once.
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Do you want
legislation based on “facts” like these?

The Federal Trade Commission, it secems, Wwould like to
show that the packers are getting control of the food
supply of the nation.

If it were true, the commission ought to have no trouble
in proving it. Every detail of the packing business has

been open to them.
But the idea is absurd—and an absurdity cannot be
proved.

- X * %

‘Yhe commission has published a list of some 640 articles
said to be sold by the packers.

This list is a gross exaggeration. LT

90 of the items listed are not sold to the outside trade by
Swift & Company but are supply and repair materials,
such as brick, cement, etc., used in constructicn and
maintenance.

Glaring duplications appear also. Sausage was listed 37
times under different varieties. Strictly beef products
and by-products were classified as over 60 different items,

* * *

As a matter of real fact—

Aside from meat and meat by-products, Swift & Company
regularly handles only butter, eggs, cheese, poultry,
canned goods, lard substitutes, soap, and, to a very small
extent, dried and salt fish. And it handles only a small
percentage of the volume of these sold to the trade.

It is natural and logical, of course, that Swift & Company
should handle these auxiliary-articles.

Practically all of them are sold to retail shops. And plus
this is the matter of plain economy. Swift & Company,
by handling these auxiliary products, reduces overhead
costs all down the line and gives cheaper meat and better
service to the public.

That Swift & Company can serve the public at a profit of\

only a fraction of a cent per pound from all sources, is
possible in large part because of these prouducts.

* * *

We do not believe that intelligent, fair-minded American
citizens want legislation based on the kind of “‘facts” the
Federal Trade Commission is using to fight the packers.
Such “facts” are vicious and grossly unfair and can do
nothing but harm to evervbodv concerned.

Swift & Company, U. S. A.

Founded 1868
A nation-wide organization owned by more thaa 30.000 shareholders

S
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Own Your Own
Stocksina Year-

Begin today’

Invest Wisely. Obtain
Growing Income. Buy
only high grade stocks
paying substantial div-
idends. First payment
209, of purchase price.
. Balance equal monthly
payments during year.

Write today for Booklet “MM”

FRANCIS & CO.

Investment Securilies
Cor. Broadway & Wall St., New York City

Three Tire
Stocks Analized

Goodyear Tire -
& Rubber Co.

Firestone Tire

& Rubber Co.
Republic Rubber

Corporation

‘The progress of these companies and the
probable future action of their securities are
set forth in a special bulletin - which will be
sent to those interested. Ask for Bulletin 3

L DNozZ
é’) Coznpczzzy

Lrvesiment Trdernzziel.s
470 Broaaway NVewr York

Investment
uggestions

In the present active market in-
vestors will find our terse and
timely publication

|

“Investment Suggestions”

of real value in purchasing and
keeping posted on securities.

E

1t will be mailed free ugon
request for Booklet ' X.”

38 WALL STREET NEW YORK,

———

A BAN

Prepare by mailin spare time for this attractive es-
slon in which there are great opportunities for men
and women. Send at once for free book, ‘°How $0
- Become a Banker,’* by EDGAR G. ALOORN, t.
School of @ Mclene Bidg., Columbus, 0»

Investment Opportunities

There are many desirable securities on the market
loday, that ‘can be purchased at unusually low
prices. . Before making your purchases do not fail
to consult the Fnancial Department of McClure's
Address: FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT

McCLURE'S MAGAZINE, 25 W. 44th §t., N. Y. C.

14.—Varson, Son & Co., 115 Broadway,
New York City, will send upon request an
interesting circular Wg the Cadet
Hosiery Company, 8%, Preferred Stock.
Send for Circular C-T.

15.—Gerard & Company, 85 Wall Street,
New York City, will scnd upon request some
interesting booklets dealing with ncw offer-
ings of securities.

16.—Francis & Company, 1 Wall Street,
New York City, will be pleased to send upon
request some interesting circulars describing
a variety of new investments.

17.—The Twenty Payment Plan was
originated by Slattery & Company, Inc., of
40 Exchange Place, New York City, and has
been in successful operation for a greai, many
years.® Booklet describing the plan in detail.

18.—*“We're Right on the Ground,” by
E. J. Landers & Co., of Grand Forks, N. D.,
i‘;)vers Farm Mortgages from the Northwest.

ree.

19.—“The 14 Peints for Investors” is the
title of a pamphlet for experienced as well as
new investors which contains many topics
of absorbing interest. It is issued by 1. D.
Noll & Company, 170 Broadway, New York.

20.—Judson G. Wall and Company, 10
Wall Street, New York City, will be glad to

send upon request a circular describing a
new issue of Overland Tire stock. Send for
Circular MC-1.

21.-—A “Banking by Mail " plan which has
stood the test, is explained in Booklet “D,”
of the Citizens Savings & Trust Company
of Cleveland, Oliio.  Write to the Bank and
it will be mailed you without cost.

22.—Each number of Dunham’s Invest-
ment Digest, which is an interesting bi-
monthly publication devoted to current
comment and analyses of securities readily
marketable, and offering market profit pos-
sibilities, reviews many prominent inde-
pendent oil, mining, Standard Oil, indus-
trial and motor companies. Tables of current
quotations and coming dividends contained
are extremely handy for ready reference.
The current number may be obtained from
the publishers, Dunham & Company, 43
Exchange Place. Ask for 3-CC.

28.—Perkins & Co., Lawrence, Kan., will
send free a list of farin mortgages. Send
for list 718.

Upon request from readers, McClure’s Finan-
cial Department will arrange with abore numed
firms to furnish promptly the booklets men-
tioned in this column. In sending request for
booklets, pleasc order them by number.

AT NEW YORK, N. Y.. FOR

State of New York

County of New York .

Before me, a Notary Public in and for the dtate
and county af d, pe lly app d Arthur
S. Moore, who, having been dufy sworn according
to law, deposes and suys that he is the Business
Manager of The McClure Publications, Inc., pub-
lishers of McClure's, and that the following is, to
the best of his knowledge and belicf, a true state-
ment of the ownership, management (and if a daily
paper, the circulalion), etc., of the aforesaid publi-
cation for the date shown in the above caption,
required by the Act of August 24, 1912, embodied
in section 443, Postal Laws and Regulations, printed
on the reverse of this form, to wit:

1. That the pames and addresses of the publish-
cr, editor, managing editor, and business manager

are:
Publisher, The McClure Publications, Inc.,

.25 West Forty-fourth Street, New!Yori. N. Y.
Editor, Frederick L. Collins,

West Forty-fourth Street, New York, N. Y.
Managing Editor, Charles Hanson Towne,

25 West Forty-fourth Sircet, New York, N. Y.
Business Manager, Arthur S. Mcore,

25 West Forty-fourth Street, New York, N. Y.
2. That the owners are: (Give names and ad-
dresses of individual owners, or, if a corporation,
ive its name and the names and addresses of stock-
olders owning or holding 1 per cent. or more of the
total amount of stock.

The McClure Publications, Incorporated,

25 West Forty-fourth Street, New York, N. Y.
Frederick L. Collins,

25 West Forty-fourth Street, New York, N, Y.
Cameron Mackenzie,

61 West Tenth Street, New York, N. Y.
Arthur S. Moore,

25 West Forty-fourth Street, New York, N. Y.
Horace W. Paine,

76 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y.
Estate of S. II. Moore,

27 Cedar Street, New York, N. Y.
Frederick P. Warfield,

25 West Forty-fourth Street, New York, N. Y.
Elizabeth Collins arsdzle, New York

STATEMENT,OF THE OWNERSHIP, MANAGEMENT, CIRCULATION, ETC.. REQUIRED
BY THE ACT OF CONGRESS %%ﬁ%b]‘ 24, 1912, OF McCLURE'’S, PUBLISHED MONTHLY
1, 1919.

Yonkers,"New York

Holland S. Duell
Yonkers, New York

Mabel H. Duell
Estate of F. M. Lupton N
80 Lafayette Street, New York, N. Y.
Geor‘e Kibbe Turner Hastings-on-Hudson, N. Y.
Douglas S. Moore Cutchogue, Long Island, N. Y.
Dorothy M. Miller
2803 Scarborough Road, Cleveland, O.

George H. Fitzgerald

448 Madison Street, Brooklyn, N. Y.
Kaufman Tarrytown, N. Y.
hat the known hondholders, mortgagees,
and other security holders owning or holding 1 per
cent. or more of total amount of bonds, mortgages.
or other securities are: (If there are none, so state).
Noue. .
4. That the two paragraphs next ahove, giving
the names of the owners, stockholders, and sccurity
holders, il any, contain not only the list of stock-
bolders and security holders as they appear upon
the books of the company but also, i cases where
the stockholder or security holder appears upon the
books of the company as trustee, or in any other
fiduciary relation, the name of the person or cor-
poration for whom such trustee is acting, is given:

that the said two panfraphs conlain state-
ments embracing affiant’s full knowledge and belief
as to the circumstances and conditions under which
stockholders and security holders who do not appecar
upon the books of the c~mpany as trustees, bold
stock and securities ir a capacity cther than that of
a bona fide owner; and this affiant has no reason to
believe that any other person, association, or cor-
poration has any interest direct or indirect in the
said stock, bonds, or other securities than as so
stated by him.,

THE McCLURE PUBLICATIONS, Tnc.,
A. S, MOORE, Business Manager.

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 17th day
of September, 1919,

[seaL] Edwin Brown, Notary Public, Bronx
County, No. 50. Dronx Register’s No. 2128
(Certificate_filed in New York County, No. 201.)
New York Register’s No. 1263. (My commission
expires March 30, 1921.)

Herbert
8. T

The Country We Forgot

[Conlinued from page 71)

levied on cach member. Rothschild Francis
was sent to the United States on money con-
tributed by theJmembers of his labor union,
and while in the States had received ad-
ditional money from The Virgin Island Pro-
tective League, a body of colored men,
natives of the Island, who now live in New
York City. He stopped in New York on
his way home to adpdress a meeting of the
latter group, and was heralded in their cir-
culars as— .

The Honorable Rothschild Francis—
Labor Agitator, Race Fighter and
Legislator

While I was in St. Thomas I saw the of-
ficers of his union selling in the strects copies
of the September number of a New York
pubiication entitled “The Messenger: The

ca,” a publication every article of which
flamed with hatred for the white man and
with incitements to violence. It was illus-
trated with cartoons condemning the Booker
Washington type of leadership and showing
the “new negro” in a speeding motor car
equipped with automatic rifles and revolvers,
shooting down crowds of fleeing white men —
to make America safc for the colored man.
Next to an article advocatibg that the

——— . —

American negro adopt Bolshevism, appeared

Only Radical Negro Magazine in Ameri- °

an article by Rothschild Francis on the need
of changed conditions in the Virgin Islands.
In introducing Francis the editor also be-
stowed on him the title ‘“Race-Fighter."
This paper by Francis was by far the most
temperate article in this hate-creating pub-
lication, yet the association of himself and
his fellow-workers with so vicious a propa-
ganda, leads one to question whether Fran-
cis is the right type of leader for the easily
swayed negro element. Rival labor leaders
say that he has embraced the dangerous
doctrine that all things belong to the laboring
class, and is in favor of short cuts to ease and
prosperity instead of the old-fashioned but
true principle that the way to prosperity
is through faithful, productive work.

The claim of Francis to be the leader of
the working people was thrown into doubt
when a colored member of a larger union
handed me this prepared statement con-
cerning Rothschild Francis's ““ Working Peo-
ple’s Committee”:

““It does not represent more than
about two hundred of the laboring
population of this island, and these
are for the most part malcontents
from the largest labor organization
extant in St. Thomas, which is
known by the name of the *St.
Thomas Labor Union,” whose en-
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When Johnmy
has tﬁe]elium}‘ws.;
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Cro rattle, 80 hurry for
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neck. How it will tingle
at first and then grow ever
80 cool. And how it will
reach inand penetrate right
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sipate (3 stuffy con-
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cking cough.
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betterthan amustardplaster
- as that was in the
old days. And the explana-
tion is this:

Musterole is made of oil of
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It penetrates under the skin, down
tothe part. Here it generates its
own heat, and this heat disperses
the congestion. Yet Mustercle
will not blister. Musterole, on
the contrary, feels delightfully
cool a few seconds after you
spply it. :
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Helen and Dorothy’s croup—and
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Always keep a jar handy.
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30c and 60c jars—$2.50 hospital size.
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tire membership stand at present
over two hundred strong. The
president of this institution .is
George A. Moorehead, the most
popular labor agitator ever known
here, as the recorded membership
of the union testifies; hence it is
casy to understand: from these facts
that Francis is not the accredited
representative of the working peo-
ple. Francis has barely succeeded
m influencing a few by blatant and
umreasoning appeals to the ignorant
crowd, but the more intelligent
class of laborers will have nothing to
do with him and his movement.”

One of the things Rothschild Francis ad-
vocated in his petition to Congress was a
change in the present legal system by which
a ju tries a prisoner without jury, sub-
ject to review of his decision by the Governor.

Trial by jury, for which Francis asks, is
theoretically a fair and American principle.
On these Islands, however, the population
is 7.4 per cent. whites; 17.5 per cent. white
and negro-blood; and 74.9 per cent. negro
blood. The negro element is very largely
composed- of men of untrained and primi-
tive minds. Thus the jury box would be
filed with colored men, swayed too often by
negro lawyer-orators who have been in-
flamed by Bolshevistic principles and whose
principal stock in trade is to rail against the
white men who supply the capital and brains
necessary to the prosperity of the Islands.

Another of the pleas of Francis is for
“Suffrage based on manhood.” At present
the right to vote is extended to male citizens
who are twenty-five years of age, whose
personal income amounts to three hundred
dollars a year, or who own real estate or
other property yielding an annual income of
sixty dollars. This law thus insures that
only nsible men can cast a ballot.
The tenxncy is to give the native the fran-
chise as soon as he has the intelligence and
education to use it rightly, and a wholesale
granting at present of the vote to the ig-
rorant classes would tend to make of the
Virgin Islands another disrupted Hayti!

Francis also appeals for a ‘‘reconstruction
of the school system in direct accord with the
American conception.” Plans to do this
were completed beforc Francis left the is-
land. Beginning with the Fall term schools
were being conducted in accordance with
American principles; and compulsory edu-
cation was in force.

More of justice is present in the plea of
Francis for a Homestead Act that will turn
over uncultivated land to the people. The
tragedy of St. Thomas, from an industrial
standpoint, is that if therc is not sufficient
work in the harbor, the great mass of work-
ing people have nothing else to do. These
have been drawn to the town by the larger
wages paid for harbor work, and once a
town resident, it is hard to get the negro to
go back to the land.

“Yas, I know Rothschild Francis,” said
the black “boatic” who ferried me ashore,
“I gave some money to help send him to the
States.”

“What is he trying to do up there?” I
asked.

“He wants to better conditions for us
working-men down here. You see, this
harbor can’t support all the workmen — not
enough ships comin’ in. See all that land”"—
he swept his arm around to include the un-
cultivated hills that girded the harbor — ““it
is mostly owned by people who live in Eu-
rope. Them people will rent land to labor-
ers, dollar an acre a month, but after the
laborer puts it under cultivation, if times
are bad and he can’t pay up, the land is
taken away from him and thrown back into
bush for stock-raising.”” We want it fixed
so Jaborers can work the land and make this
island self-supportin’.”

In St. Thomas the soil is almost hopeless
at present. If this land is to be opened to
the native, the United States should first
furnish agricultural experts to prepare it for
cultivation and instruct the negro how to
work the soil. Though the land-owners pro-

test that the average negro is too shiftless to.

work the soil, incentive should be given to the
ambitious and hard-working negro to be-
come a property owner. The policy, if cx-
tended, of allotting small holdings of Jand to
the laborers, will do much to keep them on
the Islands and promote their ambitions.
Instead of charging the negro a rental that
he cannot afford to pay, some fair-minded
planters have adopted the plan of letting
him work it on a profit-sharing basis. 1f
this were made the universal practise, a
Homestead Act would be unnecessary.
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This “Working People's Committee”
asks, too, a law to regulate the scale of wages
in St, Thomas. The Government, however,
has done all that is possible to set the ex-
ample to private employees. In a_ public
statement it has set orti: the rule that:

“Every citizen of the United
States residing in our Islands should
have an opportunity to earn for
himself or herself by honest, health-
ful toil, a decent, healthful living,”

and has announced that while it cannot
improve its labor policy upon local com-
munities,
“ e “i{ wijl we]comefthe pliblic
approval and support of its policy,
which will becolx)npg in realii‘;) the
labor policy of the Virgin Islands
of the United States.”

It is true, as Francis states, that the hous-
inﬁoonditiom of the native laborers on the
Islands are miserable and insanitary. Their
shelters are called “‘rooms” instead of houses,
and their large families eat, sleep, bathe and
entertain their friends in the one room.

On St. John's Island, where there is no
town and are no industries, the poverty of the
natives is extreme — one wonders how they
manage to exist on the little food available.
Most of them live on two meals a day. For
breakfast they use sugar dissolved in hot
water; for dinner, a Piece of dried fish with
a portion of “Fungi” — which is corn meal
boiled in a bag and then squeezed dry.

The average native \:ﬂl not work on
Saturday, Sunday or Monday. While he
is kind and gentle and usually well-behaved,
he is also lazy and improvident. If he can
work two days a week at a wage of 80 cents
a day, the $1.60 thus gained is considered
by him sufficient to provide for his wants
for a week. The present school authorities
have been forced by such conditions to ad-
vocate, not the license which some of their
misguided leaders seek, but instead a law
which will compel the native to work at
least long enough each week to provide food
and clothing for his children, in order that
these may be able to attend school.

During recent weeks a famine has de-

veloped in St. Thomas. The laboring
classes, with their meager wages, are con-
fronted with prices for necessary foods which
put them beyond reach. Eggs are being
sold for seven cents each; wheat flour costs
nine and one-half cents a pound; a one-pound
loaf of bread sells for eleven cents.
Meats are comparatively cheap in com-
parison with the prices of other foods, but
the price of foodstuffs as'a whole, coming
at a time when industry is slack, and there
is little opportunity to earn money, is such
as to increase the bitterness of ge poorer
classes.

It is the opinion of representative men of
the Islands that the chief thing which Roth-
schild Francis came to the States to advocate
lies in the clause of his petition which asks
that natives be permitted to fill all pub-
lic offices whenever qualified. As most of
the native citizens are colored, this clause
aims to fill the offices with colored men.
Civil service rules apply on the Islands and
there appears to be nothing to prevent the
native holding office when he fits himself for
the task. A Sinn Fein movement is un-
doubtedly at work among the negroes of the
Islands, but native ability does not strike
onc as having reached the stage where things
will go efficiently without thefrains and exe-
cutive ability of the white American.

The Jungle Strain

“Take up the White Man's burden,
And reap his old reward:

The blame of those ye better,
The hate of those ye guard——""

AMONG the colored people on the Is-
lands, who outnumber the whites ten
to one, are a half-dozen Jabor agitators,
with a score more enlerprising young colored
men waiting for a chance to step into their
places. A ncgro who, if born in Africa,
might fill the office of a tribal chicftain, be-
comes in these Islands a labor leader, and is
surrounded with as much pomp and se-
cures as much homage from his circle as an
African clan bestows on its king.

The carcer of George A. Moorehead is a
casc in point. Business men in St. Thomas
regard Moorehead as the natural leader of
his people and prefer to deal with him rather
than with his rivals. They say that he is
free from Bolshevistic tendencies, and
preaches to his people that to earn more pay
they must produce more. The St. Thomas
Labor Union, as has been said, far out-

numbers any other body of workmen in 3t
Thomas. Moorehead originated the fir-
successful strike at St. Thomas by which th.
men and women ocoal passers received ;
substantial increase.

One of the saving elements in the r
situation is that, once a negro labor leads
rises to power, and deals with white men s
the representative of the laborers, he come
to see that the future of his le depends
on thesc men who supply money am,
brains for the development of the Island,
and gradually becomes conservative.

In St. Croix, D. Hamilton Jackson, one
a violent agitator, has calmed down recently,
and this has given an opportunity to Moms
Davis, a nego of the most dangerous type.

One day, Davis, originally a field laborer,
walked into the grounds of a St. Cmi
planter. “T hear there are workers on this
estate who don’t belong to our union!” he
cried. One lone toiler was pointed out a
having declared his intention not to beloy;
to the union. Thereupon Davis ordered
“walk-out.” The director of the estate
hurried to the scene and demanded of Dsvis
what his business was.

“I want justice!” foamed Davis.

The director pointed out to him that in
his agreement with the labor union no clawe
had been inserted forbidding him to emply
men who did not belong to the union. “h
the face of my contract, is it justice for yu
to interfere with my laborers?” he asked

The only reply Davis made was to order
the plastic negroes to leave the ground:

.His influence was strong enough to drv

them off that estate and five neighborin:
ones, and to tie up the work of these estate
for two days during its busiest season.
The real labor leaders repudiated the a-
tion of Davis when they heard of it, and i
duced the workmen to return. Davis mear
while busied himself in forming a union o
the stevedores at Frederiksted, embitterin:
them by speeches against white employer:

A False Strike

ERE is one of the reasons for skep
ticism toward labor on the .part o
West Indian employers:

A certain engineer in a sugar factory b»
cated near San Juan, told his employer th
parts of the machinery needed overhaulin:
and that the plant had better be closl

“down for a few days.

The engineer had little acquaintance witk
labor conditions and was amazed when thr
factory owner said to him:

“All right, I am on good terms with th

‘local labor leader. I will pass him a litth

money to call a strike. Then we won!
have to pay the men while we shut down.

The plan worked. The labor leads
called the men off their jobs; they went.
happy in the prospect of a holiday that w:
at the same time a rebuke to “Capital
A few days later their leader told them that
the strike was called off; and back to th:
factory they went. The machinery ws
working now in fine shape. Only thr
people knew that the wages saved by tir
employer had gone to pay the bill for r

pairs.

It was largely due to the incendiary tak
of Morris Davis that the little garrison o
Marines that were recently withdrawn fron
Frederiksted and stationed at Christianstel
were sent back post haste by the Governor.
1 visited a sugar planter on his lovely estate
in St. Croix, where, for every white fac.
one saw a hundred black ones. While I'st
on his porch hearing him tell of the negw
uprising of 1878 in which his brother was
killed by the blacks, I listened to his daugr
ters and their companions dancing to the
music of a Victrola, apparently ag care-fre:
as if they were in the heart of New York.
The United States can forget many thins
about, these Islands but leb it npver forr!

that livipg in lonely sections ¢ island of
of St. Chaix arc familiegof pure Ango
Saxon bl he mep,~¥omen and children
of which Gch in need and as muh

military pm}uiiﬂf!

entitled to police
ons of

as those in the most popul
our country. .

No American is more needed in the Virgs
Islands than the Marine; no one is morT
wanted by its white inhabitants; and !
no one has a lonclier existence than th:
same *“*Devil Dog.”

A Vanished Naval Base

HERE is as yet little to show that the
much-heralded prosperity which Amer
can possession was lo bring to St. Thews ‘
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larbor is on its way. The German Ham-
»urg-American Line was the principal custo-
ner of this port before the War. It built a
reat dock and its steamers touched here
wice a week. It was the transshipment port
or Germany for its trade in South America
nd this line alone made St. Thomas a thriv-
1g place. The gap left by the War, and by
he shutting out of the German interests, has
ot been filled. Where in pre-war days an
verage of fifty ships a day visi the
arbor, there are now barely a half-dozen.

The United States Shipping Board, to help
1atters, has recently made this a stopping
ort for its ships bound to and from South
.merica, and 18 building two oil tanks to
upply its oil-burning vessels with fuel. The
oating dry-dock, which is one of the harbor’s
1ain facilities, is in active operation.

Danes still retain control of most of the
arbor’s facilities, and are anxiously waiting
r Uncle Sam to send prosgerity to the port.
‘he Danish West Indian Company, Ltd.,—
subsidiary of the East Asiatic Company —
perates the coaling pier and controls cer-
un parts of the hargor. During the War
1e United States, fearing that some of its
:ockholders were of German birth, tried
nsuccessfully to procure a list of them.
Vhether such was the case is problematical;
ut one fact would have been revealed that
sw people know: that the principal share-
older is Prince Axel, cousin of the king of
denmark.

Mr. H. P. Berg, managing director of this
ompany, a shrewd business man with wide
hipping experience, believes that the pros-
erity of St. Thomas as a shipping center
nill be swiftly restored if American capital
avests money to improve the present facili-
ies of the harbor, and to restore the different
putes for which St. Thomas was the center
efore the War. He holds that, owing to the
reat increase in the cost of ships and in their
unning expenses, the future shipping of the
vorld, in order to save time and money, must
e planned so that large ocean liners will
ouch at easily accessible ports and there
ransship their passengers and cargoes by
maller and cheaper vessels to their destina-
ion. St. Thomas is admirably fitted to be
uch a center. Steamers from Europe and
\merica would find it convenient and eco-
iomical to stop here and connect with
maller steam or motor ships plying between
t. Thomas and the islands and countries
wrdering on the Caribbean Sea. Thus
hippers throughout the world could for-
vard their goods on bills of lading via St.
Chomas. This would not only restore the
rosperity of the harbor interests, but bene-
it the merchants as well. Mr. Berg also
dvocates making St. Thomas a “‘free port,”
o that American or foreign merchants can
tore gonds intended for transshipment there
or any length of time, without paying duty
m them. This would make St. Thomas
in emporium, with ample supplies for quick
hipment, thus enabling American merchants
o keep ahead of foreign competition.

These measures, however, are predicated
ipon first bringing to St. Thomas the
lecessary ships.

Wards of the Navy

I‘HE administration of the Islands by
Rear-Admiral Oman and his staff is
ainstaking and efficient. The business men
f St. Thomas and St. Croix agree that the
ilew Governor is democratic, easily ap-
roachable, and faithful to the interests of
woth territories. Around him are a staff of
elected naval aides, under the leadership of
Jommander N. R. White, a human dynamo
sho has served in his present capacity since
he United States took possession of

slands, and who plunges heart and soul into
'very plan that will help the Islands. These
ides are young, clean-cut and “on their
0es” to make their administration reflect
1onor to the United States. Yet, for all the
levotion to duty of these men, it is plain
hat we have forgotten them too. Where
nillions of dollars would be required to
ring the islanders out of their poverty-

itricken and diseased and uneducated con-

lition, Conggess allotted them at first only
»ne hundred thousand dollars, and any other
sums allotted them since have beca miserly
n proportion to the crying needs of the
[slands.

We haveforgotten to give them money for
schools — though education will do more
than anything else to save the boys and girls
of the Islands from the evils that surround
them. There are only nineteen public
sthools on the three islands. In the country
districts the children walk four miles over

-In some districts of St. Thomas an

ills five hundred feet high. The averageh
salary for teachers is #24 a month. The
roblem of getting teachers is made still
harder by the fact that, due to a Navy rule,
the teachers receive only temporary ap-
pointments. The country schools have no
desks; the children sit on henches without
: On the wild island of St. John, the
school director, Ilenry C. Blair, travels on

- horseback over steep mountain trails. Here

rt.
St.
Croix, for lack of schoolhouses, rooms-are
rented from the Moravian Church. There
is need for manual training teachers for
high schools and night schools. There is
no encyclopedia in the schools and even the
school directors are forced to go without

the schools are eighteen miles a

reference books. There is no map of any

town, or of the Virgin Islands, in any of the
schools. There is only a three-months’
supply of paper on hand. The supply of
text-books is only half of the amount needed.
There are no white teachers; the native
teachers now employed were either trained
in Denmark or in Moravian schools; these,
however, have gladly embraced the Ameri-
can school methods now in operation.

We have forgotten to provide free libraries
in the various towns. There is not even a
dictionary available now for public use.

We have forgotten to provide the money
needed in the hospitals. Our efficient
American doctors have changed the former
inefficient methods of child-birth, so that
now expectant mothers are brought to the
hospitals in ambulances. This has ma-
terially reduced the number of deaths from
child-birth. Milk stations have been es-
tablished; and babies are weighed and
examined weekly. The infants are con-
sidered wards of the hospital for a year.
These methods have reduced infant mortality
50 ﬁer cent. When the dearth of money
for hospital equipment was most acute, the

Cross came nobly to the rescue with
$60,000 worth of much-needed instruments
and equipment, but there is need now for
volunteer Red Cross nurses in all of the
hos{)itals.

‘We have forgotten to provide adequate
funds for sanitation. The streets, public
gutters, markets and squares are kept clean
and tidy, but none of the towns has a
sewage system. In St. Thomas the har-
bor 1s used nightly for a dumping ground,
and in St. Croix conditions are equally bad.

In Christiansted during the last year a
fire occurred that caused a large loss of prop-
erty. This loss was due mainly to the short-
age of water mg:ly, which is solely derived
from cisterns that catch the rainfall. The
cisterns are few and water is generally scarce.
The fire engines often cannot operate for
lack of water.

We have forgotten to supply adequate
quarantine faciities to support Captain
Liston Paine, the Chief Quarantine Officer,
in his work of keeping contagious diseases
away from St. Thomas. A sum sufficient
to acquire Water Island, located where the
vessels can be boarded before they enter the
harbor, is the recommended location.

Above all, we have forgotten to provide
for a survey by experts of the agricultural,
geological, labor, social, moral and industrial
conditions in these Islands, 8o that their un-
developed or retarded resources can be
swiftly utilized.

St. Croix is the most fertile and productive
of the three islands and can easily be made
self-supporting if irrigation can be success-
fully brought to it. It was su by a
leading citizen of St. Croix that bonds be
issued for these improvements by the group
of J)lanters who would benefit by the work,
and that the issue be guaranteed by the
United States.

Roosevelts Faith in the Islands

THEpurchueoftheVirgin Islands will
cost the United States Government
scarcely more than it would pay to build and
maintain a dreadnaught. So it would be
with the Virgin Islands. Uncle Sam should
be prepared to keep their resources up to
the same high standard that marks his other
colonial possessions. Then, if war comes,
he will have a naval station that will be
worth to him a score of dreadnaughts.”

The speaker was Merwin, of St. Croix.
The time was shortly after the beginning of
the World War. The man who sat listening
to Merwin was Colonel Theodore Roosevelt,
then making a toiu' of the \‘l‘fes‘tl Indies, and

ying an especial visit to the Virgin group,
!P; the purchase of which he was strongly
interested.

'
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MeCLURE’S for DECEMBE

The Colonel’s interest extended far beyond
he mere acquirement of this naval base.
He realized that the Islands should be kept
1pin accordance with American traditions.
[t Was thisfeeling that led him to bring his
ist down on the table between Merwin and
iimself and to say with characteristic
arnestness: )

“That is the best argument I have ever
reard d:?’l; the purchase and upkeep of these

I‘HE Navy Department is now doing its
work of administration efficiently. If,how-
sver, the naval officials at Washington can-
10t secure from Congress the money needed
o carry out the improvements for which
here is a crying need, they cannot hope,
lowever ‘ﬁof the personnel, to administer
he Islands in a way that will reflect entire
redit on their department. A banker re-
urning from his second trip to the West’
ndies shréwdly pointed out to me another
wndicap that goes with a naval administra-
ion. Officers of the Navy, he remarked,
ave, as a matter of course, had little com-
nercial training. The biggest problem the
Jnited States faces with regard to this new
ountry is a business one — to make it self-
upporting. The banker’s suggestion was
hat; if the Navy Department is to continue
n charge of this territary, it should have the,
o-operation of our biggest captains of in-
lustry in planning and carrying out the de-
relopment of these plantations and cities,
o that the Virgin Islanda will prave to be a
»aying investment for the nation.

As I left St. Croix the native band was
Jlaying for “oolors™ and the last strains I
1eard as I turned homeward were:

- “ "Tis the StarSpangled Bannee,
O long may it wave,
O’er the land of the free and
the home of the brave !

Yet how can our flag wave splendidly and
10nestly over our new territories if Congress
ind the people of the United States forget
wnd desert the little group of pioneer Ameri-
ans who are struggling amidst loneliness and
1ardships to make these Islands as clean and
1ealthful and prosperous as is the homeland?

Poison Gas
|Conlinued from page 51]

10se. If the air contains a heavy concen-
ration of phosgene, say one part in 200,
leath comes very quickly by absolute de-
truction of the lungs, but it kills at far
veaker strengths than that. If a man should
:ake a breath or two of air containing phos-
zene at a strength of one part in 2,900 or
10,000, he might suffer no serious results,
out five minutes of breathing in such an
nm?spheré would almost certainly prove
fatal.

““ Phosgene will kill even when much more
liluted than this, even at a concentration of
one part of gas in 100,000 parts of air,
if breathed for half an hour or less, if the
person has a weak heart. In the case
of feeble concentrations it is not so much
the destructive effect on the lungs that
kills as the delayed action on the blood
and heart through the lungs. For this reason
any exertion on the part of a gassed man
may prove fatal. Many soldiers have felt
quite well after being gassed and have gone
3b03t"their duties — only to fall suddenly

ead.

'WOmonths before the Armistice the Ger-

mansputoverthelastnoveltyingasattack,
this being the famous “Double Green Cross
Shell,” which was counted upon to work
extraordinary havoc amang the Allied forces.
The green cross designated an asphyxiating
shell and the doubling of it meant that an
extra kick had been provided. This double-
cross shell was made with two chambers,
one filled with liquid phosgene, the other
with high explosive, the idea being that the
Allies could not distinguish this from a non-
gas shell and would suffer both the ordinary
explosive effect and a complete surprise gass-
ing effect. This was supposed to be the last
word in frightfulness.

The result proved, however, that German
chemists had blundered again; they had
double-crossed themselves, for the Allies
were able to recognize this gas shell by its
wobbling sound and flight, and its asphyxi-
ating power was practically nil, because the
terrific explosions scattered the gas entirely
too much for deadly concentrations,




